Chlamydia trachomatis is the most common reportable sexually transmitted disease (STD) 
portable sexually transmitted disease in the United States. l'2 Chlamydia is a major public health problem in the United States, with [3] [4] [5] million new cases estimated each year [1] [2] [3] and an annual economic burden of more than $1 billion. 4 The Centers for Disease Control recommends chlamydia testing at the first prenatal visit and in the third trimester for high-risk patients. Clinical manifestations of the disease affect men, women, and children. Unfortunately, many genital chlamydia infections are asymptomatic in women and can result in pelvic inflammatory disease, ectopic pregnancy, and infertility. 3 The gold standard for detecting chlamydia is tissue culture (TC). 2'3'5 Tissue culture is The effect of a 3, 12, 24% prevalence on predictive values of an assay with an 80% sensitivity and a 97% specificity.
A. 3% prevalence (n 1000) Predictive values are influenced by prevalence rates in a population.
2'6'11 Grimes 19 stated that when screening for disease in a low-prevalence population, even with a high sensitivity and specificity, the PPV would be low. Figure 2 illustrates how prevalence affects PPV.
When interpreting these data, one must be aware that TC is not the perfect gold standard. The sensitivity of isolating chlamydia from a single swab is estimated to be 70--80%. 2, 5, 6, 9 
